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Letter from Student Officer

Dear delegates and advisers,

It is my utmost pleasure to be able to share the study guide of the UNODC committee in the

first session of Yeni Yol Model United Nations.

This committee and conference are very meaningful to me for so many reasons and I would

like to share some of the reasons why:

Apart from my role as the Under-Secretary-General of this committee, I am a film director. I

write and direct films as my job and passion.

Most of my films cover topics that are very dear to my heart and showcase the humanitarian

crises happening in my home country: Turkey.

My recent film titled “Bu Son Olsun” was about the issue of women's rights and violence

against women in Turkey which is a major issue of the humanitarian crisis in Modern Turkey.

The issue this committee will tackle is not much different from my previous creative

endeavors: it is on the path of protecting human rights and taking action against those who try

to oppose it.

I wrote this study guide just like I wrote the screenplay of my previous film: with extreme

care, a heavy heart, and high attention to detail.

To be able to write the core stones of a committee that focuses on one of the biggest

humanitarian crises of the Modern World was an absolute honor on my behalf.

I sincerely believe that I did this guide justice and handled it with extreme care, which I hope

in return, gives fruit to many meaningful and eye-opening debates.

Moreover, I feel a sincere need to thank the people who have given me the honor and

privilege to be a part of this committee and a part of the YYMUN Family:
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The Secretary-Generals Dicle Naz Acu and Selin Aydın, are the highly capable and kind

people who have given me this honor and who are part of the brilliant team behind this

conference.

If you have any questions regarding this study guide, the process, or the overall committee,

feel free to contact me through my email at:

yigitofwinterfell@gmail.com

Without further ado,

I wish all delegates and advisers a fruitful and memorable conference,

Yiğit Sarı,

Under-Secretary-General  of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
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Forum: The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime Committee (UNODC)

Issue: Illicit human trafficking of Pirates in Southeast Asia

Introduction

We face new and bigger threats every single day. News companies cover stories of

wars, pandemics, and economical problems every week.

Although we are very familiar with all those problems facing the Modern World, there are

stories and events happening right in front of our noses without us knowing. Criminal

activities that aren’t talked about in the newspapers as much. The type of criminal activity

that causes human effort and well-being to lose its worth and become a mere gadget to be

exploited just for the sake of financial gain. However, lack of public awareness doesn’t

change the number of victims and the severity of the problem standing in front of us:

Piracy and human trafficking.

These two terms have been a known issue for centuries, with piracy starting as early as the

14th century and human trafficking being a timeless problem ever since the industrial

revolution,  these two problems affected millions of people for centuries. It is such a major

problem that human trafficking is also named ‘Modern Slavery’ by many official sources.

Today, human trafficking controls an estimated 21 million or more victims.

One of the major hotspots of this activity is Southeast Asia.

Considering the large continental size of Southeast Asia, its huge coastline, and its long

history with pirates; human trafficking is one of the leading issues. These illegal unorganized

groups called pirates not only perform various illegal activities such as attacks on local

businesses and ships but also commit crimes such as human trafficking.

The human trafficking that occurs in Southeast Asia comes in several forms.

The most commonly identified types of human trafficking in that area are:

Sexual exploitation and forced labor according to reports by UNODC.
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This committee of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime will tackle the issues of

piracy in Southeast Asia, its criminal actions of human trafficking, and the ways to overcome

these issues.

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC):

Founded in 1997, The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is one of the biggest

branches of the United Nations, tackling issues that are important such as illicit drug and

human trafficking.

UNODC's global efforts contribute to ensuring access to justice for all and preventing

violence, making the world safer from drugs and crime.

The office assists the Member States in reforming their criminal justice system to be more

effective, fair, and humane.

Definition of Key Terms

Piracy: An act of criminal violence and robbery committed by an unorganized or organized

group of individuals, that targets another ship, a coastal area, or people. Although this term

has been mostly used to define ship attacks and robberies in the past, the definition of piracy

has turned into any criminal activity with the goal of taking control over another individual’s

property, workforce, or physical body illegally. Those who conduct acts of piracy are called

pirates.

Human-trafficking: The criminal act of recruitment, transportation, transfer, or harboring of

people through force, fraud, or deception, with the aim of exploiting them for profit. Men,

women, and children of all ages and from all backgrounds can become victims of this crime,

which occurs in every region of the world. The traffickers often use violence or fraudulent

employment agencies and fake promises of education and job opportunities to trick and

coerce their victims.

Southeast Asia: Southeast Asia is a combination of eleven countries with long histories of

piracy and immense diversity, these countries are: Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia,

Timor-Leste, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

5



Maritime: Maritime is the definition used for human activity on the sea. Activities of piracy

that occur on seas around the globe are called Maritime Piracy.

Strait of Malacca: Strait of Malacca is a waterway that connects the Andaman Sea (Indian

Ocean) and the South China Sea (Pacific Ocean). Historically, it has been acting like a silk

road1 for pirates and sailors in the Southeast Asia region. It’s an essential sea road when it

comes to tracking down pirate activity in the region.

International Maritime Bureau (IMB): The ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB) is a

non-profit organization that acts as a focal point in the fight against all types of maritime

crime and malpractice. It’s a part of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)2

Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN): ASEAN, Association of Southeast

Asian Nations is an international organization established by the governments of Indonesia,

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand in 1967 in order to tackle topics such as

economic growth, social progress, and cultural development and to promote peace and

security in Southeast Asia.

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS): The United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea lays down a comprehensive regime of law and order in the

world's oceans and seas establishing rules governing all uses of the oceans and their

resources. It enshrines the notion that all problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and

need to be addressed as a whole.

Small Island Developing States (SIDS): are a distinct group of 38 UN Member States and

20 Non-UN Members/Associate Members of United Nations regional commissions that face

unique social, economic, and environmental vulnerabilities.

2 ICC is the institutional representative of more than 45 million companies in over 100 countries.
More information regarding their mission can be found here: https://iccwbo.org/about-us/

1 The Silk Road was an ancient trade route that linked the Western world with the Middle East and
Asia. It was a major conduit for trade between the Roman Empire and China and later between
medieval European kingdoms and China.
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PIRACY

i. Reasons Behind Piracy

Piracy is a result of many factors combined. One of the biggest reasons behind piracy,

however, remains poverty, economical struggle, and inefficient security of coastlines and

seas.

Although the economy of Southeast Asian countries grew dramatically over the course of the

past decade, with reduced numbers in poverty reported annually, it is no secret that poverty

and financial struggles stand as a major problem in the region.

According to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB), nearly 60% of all maritime incidents

(also called pirate attacks) between 1993 and 2015 occurred in Southeast Asia, with more

than 20% of those incidents taking place in Indonesia alone.

This statistic alone puts into perspective the struggle for money and financial stability in the

Southeastern region, which ultimately creates an environment for high piracy numbers.

The graph below showcases the piracy attacks between 2009-2015, which clearly shows that

as time goes by, Southeast Asia becomes the most active site for pirate activity in the world.
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ii. History of Piracy in Southeast Asia

Piracy has existed since ancient times. From the trading routes of ancient Greece to pirates in

the Caribbean Sea, it has long preyed upon the waters of the world.

Likewise, piracy in Southeast Asia has long roots in piracy as well.

This derives from the geologic location of Southeast Asia, as various countries are scattered

across the Strait of Malacca, making it a rich place for trading.

In fact, even in the 18th century, piracy was reported to be a concerning issue surrounding

Southeast Asian waters, according a Cambridge article. But the problem goes way before

18th century.
3

Heather Jones / TIME; Source: ICC CCS

Image 1: Attacks and pirate activity in Southeast Asia

As the map of attacks and hijacks of pirates in Southeast Asia illustrates above, one of the

main hubs of the pirates and attacks are standing as Singapore and Malaysia as both have

been acting as a pirate and sailor hub in earlier centuries.

3 Article on Piracy Global and Southeast Asian History, derived from the book ‘Pirates of Empire’,
published online by Cambridge University Press:
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/pirates-of-empire/piracy-in-global-and-southeast-asian-history
/DB1A414824C9C249D18706760C3D08C3
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Reasons Behind Human Trafficking

The long-coming issue of Human trafficking shares similar roots with piracy.

The most common factor comes from populations’ migration in search of better living

conditions. As mentioned above, one of the most prevalent issues in Southeast Asian

countries is the level of poverty in cities and villages. The third-world conditions occurring

throughout the region leave local people desperate and susceptible to human trafficking.

According to the United Nations: “the most common form of human trafficking (79%) is

sexual exploitation… The second most common form of human trafficking is forced labor

(18%), although this may be a misrepresentation because forced labor is less frequently

detected and reported than trafficking for sexual exploitation” (United Nations).

The majority of people in Southeast Asia live in third-world conditions, with no infrastructure

or employment opportunities. This leads local people and businesses to look for work

elsewhere. This is when they are forced to accept deceptive and exploitive offers of work

from traffickers who are already exploiting the situation.

Types of Human Trafficking:

i. Forced Labour

Forced Labour is the usage of the human workforce by threats. These threats are usually in

the form of violence, financial downfall, deportation from a country, and psychological or

physical abuse.

ii. Sexual exploitation

As mentioned in the paragraphs above, sexual exploitation is the most common form of

human trafficking. Over half of human trafficking worldwide occurs through sexual

exploitation, It is defined as:

An actual or attempted abuse of someone's position of vulnerability (such as a person

depending on you for survival, food rations, school, books, transport, or other services),

differential power or trust, to obtain sexual favors, including but not only, by offering money

or other social, economic or political advantages. It includes trafficking and prostitution.
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Previous attempts to solve these issues

The United Nations, as well as its member countries, have been implementing acts and

actions against human trafficking for years.

Although there has been a worldwide fight against it for years, some countries have been

notably praised for their level of action taken against the issue.

One of these countries is The United Kingdom

Which have been releasing reports of their strategy against human trafficking and being

transparent on their steps towards solving this issue. (The actions were taken by the U.K.

Government can be found here4

When we take a look at the region of Southeast Asia,

Some newer actions have been starting to get implemented as of 2021,

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) have released a plan of their actions

against in-person trafficking in their 27th ASEAN Summit. The plan can be found here5

Possible Future Solutions
i.Military support/patrol on the trade routes

One of the most effective possible solutions to combat piracy and its actions would be to have

an increased level of security on the trade routes and across The Strait of Malacca.

However, in the case of Southeast Asian countries’ failing to provide the necessary amount of

military power to fight the issue, the international members of the UN could help and create a

shared military group, shared across its member states, only gathered for this cause.

ii. Military funds for piracy

Should a solution of contributed & shared military group looks distant, the military funds to

combat piracy could be increased across the countries located in Southeast Asia, possibly

contributed by UN Member states.

5 ASEAN Plan of Action Against Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/APA-FINAL.pdf

4 The United Kingdom’s Strategy against human trafficking
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/978
45/human-trafficking-strategy.pdf
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iii. Collaboration with the International Court of Justice to strengthen the laws

One of the most important ways to combat piracy would be to increase the punishment and

tighten the laws to make it an imitating law to break.

Severe punishments for those involved in acts of piracy and human trafficking should be

implemented no matter which path is chosen to deal with this issue.

However, it is without a doubt that an action to strengthen the laws together would be more

effective than the laws being implemented separately by each country.

Collaborative strict laws in accordance with the International Court of Justice, would be an

important step taken regarding this matter.

The effects of Covid-19 on Piracy & Human Trafficking

It is without the shadow of a doubt that the pandemic has brought major economic struggles

to every country around the world.

The lockdowns affected companies, families, and small local businesses.

The lack of financial stability and the increasing low income have led to increasing numbers

of piracy and criminal activity altogether.

Since Southeast Asian regions are already dealing with poverty and major economic

struggles, it is only natural that the pandemic was just another hit to the ship that’s been long

losing water through its holes.

Results of Piracy & Human Trafficking
Piracy and human trafficking leave their stains on the economy of countries, the well-being

of people, and so on. Some of the notable results of them are:

● Economy: The economy gets severely impacted by acts of human trafficking and

piracy. According to a 2010 study by the One Earth Future Foundation, piracy drains

between $7 billion and $12 billion dollars from the international economy each year.

(Time Magazine)

● Health: women and children trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation are at

risk of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, which later on threaten a

widespread health issue across the country. People are trafficked in dangerous
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conditions and often held in circumstances that can have long-term detrimental effects

on their mental and physical well-being.

● Social insecurity: The increasing levels of piracy and human trafficking leaves

societies with feelings of insecurity and fear, affecting the overall mental health of the

societies.

Major Parties Involved:

Singapour

Singapour was the largest trading pub for pirates and maritime workers in the middle ages.

Due to its geographic location, sailors and pirates have been mostly traveling through the

waters of the Strait of Malacca to trade and perform their business transactions, The country

had been acting just like a capital for the trading business.

Although decades have passed since Singapour’s declaration of independence and formation

as the Republic of Singapour on 9 August 1965, the country still resides as a major hotspot

for pirates and maritime criminal activity.

Singapour is also one of the founding members of the ASEAN (Association of Southeast

Asian Nations) which is an international organization formed by countries in Southeast Asia

in order to protect peace amongst its member countries and accelerate economic growth in

the region. So it is safe to say that Singapour is an active member in fighting against human

trafficking and pirates and has shown acts of cooperation with other Southeast Asian

countries in the past.

Malesia

Malesia, formerly consisting of regions such as Singapour, holds strong advantages due to its

geopolitical location, history, and population. It has one of the biggest economies in the

Southeast Asian region. Malaysia’s economy has been transformed since 1970 from one

based primarily on the export of raw materials to one that is among the strongest, and

fastest-growing in the Southeast Asian region.
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However Malesia has controversial relations with the human trafficking problem as of 2021,

The U.S. State Department relocated Malaysia’s position to Tier 3 in its latest annual report
6which assess countries efforts’ to combat human trafficking. The country has been accused

of not doing enough to hold people responsible for human trafficking.

The U.S Department of State wrote this about Malesia in its recent 2021 report:

“The Government of Malaysia does not fully meet the minimum standards for the elimination

of trafficking and is not making significant efforts to do so, even considering the impact of

the COVID-19 pandemic on its anti-trafficking capacity”

More on that report could be found in the bibliography section as well as in the footnotes.7

Indonesia

Indonesia stands as the country with one of the biggest piracy numbers.

Although it has been decreasing annually, in 2012,  there were a total of 297 pirate attacks

worldwide, 81 of which occurred in Indonesia’s waters.

This high number in piracy also translates to high numbers of human trafficking reports as

Indonesia is reported as a Tier 2 country in dealing with human trafficking issues by the U.S

Department of State, which also reported Malesia as a much controversial country when it

comes to human trafficking by placing them under the bottom-tier 3

The United States of America

The United States, being one of the biggest economies in the world, has been known for its

stand against human trafficking.

According to the country’s official Department of State website, the United States has been

implementing a plan called ‘National Action Plan’ in order to fight against the issue which

outlines a three-year comprehensive whole-of-government approach to combat human

trafficking, including actions to strengthen the prosecution of traffickers, enhance victim

protection, and prevent the crime from occurring within our borders and abroad.

7 U.S Department of State on Malesia’s approach to human trafficking:
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/malaysia/

6 U.S Department of State, 2021 Trafficking in Persons Report
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/
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In a report released in December 2021, President Joe Biden wrote these words about the

human trafficking problem:

‘Human trafficking is a stain on our society’s conscience and an affront to the ideals that form

the basis of our national strength: liberty, justice, equality, and opportunity.’

Russian Federation

Russian Federation, also being one of the financially strong countries in the world; hasn’t

been known for its triumphs against human trafficking or crisis, on the contrary, the country

has been accused of its cheap usage of human efforts and its idleness in taking action against

human trafficking.

According to Harvard International Review (HIR), ‘Russia is at the center of a global

humanitarian crisis.’

Ever since its unprovoked invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, the country as well as its

president Vladimir Putin has been subject to wide criticism across the world.

With other world countries calling out Russia for its unlawful and criminal actions both

inside and outside the country, the country has faced major international setbacks.

Therefore it’s safe to say that there are still steps to be taken in regard to human trafficking in

Russian Federation.

United Kingdom

Unlike some of the world’s biggest countries, according to many reports and sources; The

United Kingdom has shown many continuous and notable actions taken against human

trafficking.

Some of these actions have been noted by the United States in its 2021 In-Person Trafficking

report and the U.K. has been named a Tier 1 country (Signifying that the country meets

minimum standards for the elimination of trafficking).
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In an article published by the government of the United Kingdom, the former Home

Secretary Theresa May wrote: “The transport and exploitation of vulnerable men, women,

and children by predatory organized criminal groups is something that no civilized country

should tolerate. We need to do more to stop this horrific crime.”

Moreover, in 2020, the current Prime Minister Boris Johanson, referred to human trafficking

as “Modern Slavery”, becoming one of the first world leaders ever to address the problem

with this name. Johanson also addressed this issue and said “…what this Government has

done in introducing the Modern Slavery Act 2015. Thanks to that Act, we are identifying

more victims of modern slavery than ever before: 10,000 potential victims of modern slavery

were identified in 2019, which is a 52% increase. It is this Government, this House, and this

country that is leading the campaign against modern slavery.”

The People’s Republic of China

China, also being one of the strongest economies in the world, has commonly been setting the

stage for many human trafficking activities.

With a population of nearly 1,3 billion, China has some of the biggest workforces in the

world, which causes international and national companies to gain the advantage of its people

and use their workforce for uneven prices.

Although there are severe laws against human trafficking, there is reportedly widespread

forced labor across the country.

Moreover, the Chinese government has been called for its lack of transparency and increasing

numbers of forced labor by the United States’ 2021 Trafficking in Persons report.

India

India, in accordance with its large population, has one of the

biggest numbers of sexual exploitation and human trafficking

of women & girls in the world.

15



According to a 2016 data from the National Crime Records Bureau, the trafficking of minor

girls and women, make up about  76% of human trafficking cases in India.8

This number is expectedly way higher today, considering the increasing numbers in

population and post-pandemic results.

Sri Lanka

The Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, being a highly diverse and historically rich

country, geographically separates itself from the main hub of piracy (Strait of Malacca)

However, the country struggles with severe financial problems and mild levels of human

trafficking and piracy.

The country has notably been working with international organizations and groups to raise

awareness and practice anti-traffic training according to the 2021 Report of Trafficking In

Person report by the U.S. Department of State9

9 Sri Lanka’s human trafficking report, assesed by U.S. Department of State
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-trafficking-in-persons-report/sri-lanka/

8 Article about the human trafficking cases in India
https://www.hart-uk.org/blog/human-trafficking-in-india-guest-blog-for-human-trafficking-awareness-
day/
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Questions a Resolution Must Cover

1) What are the reasons behind Piracy and human trafficking in Southeast Asian
countries?

2) How can countries cooperate to reduce and possibly eliminate human
trafficking and piracy in the region?

3) How can countries outside of the Southeast Asian region contribute to reducing
this trend?

4) What would be the benefits of a resolution that helps reduce Piracy in
Southeast Asia?

5) What steps can be taken to reduce human trafficking in Southeast Asian
countries? Could these steps be implemented at an international level?
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